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..SH3LRI0N  URB.AI  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
“ ANNUAL  REPORT  1952  - 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors , 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 

year  1952. 


The  Vital  Statistics  deviate  considerably  from  those 
applicable  to  the  County  of  Devon  and  those  of  England  and 
Vales,  These  variations  are,  I am  convinced,  due  entirely 
to  the  fallacy  of  comparing  figures  obtained  in  a very  large 
population  with  those  obtained  in  a relatively  small 
community. 

The  general  state  of  the  health  in  Ashburton  remains 
satisfactory. 


STATISTICS  aND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  TEG  aREA. 
Area  of  District  (in  acres)  


6,781 


Population  - Mid  1952  2,695 

Population  1 951  Census  2,704 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (as  at  1st.  April, 

1 952 ) approx.  1 , 01 2 

Rateable  value  on  1st.  April,  1952  ..........  £.  15S418 

Rateable  value  on  31st.  December,  1952  <£.  15,539 


Product  of  penny  rate  (as  at  1st.  April,  1952)  £.  59. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


In  the  statistics  which  follow  it  will  he  noted  that 
the  Birth  and  Death  rates  are  calculated  as  * Crude’  and 
also  as  ’Corrected’. 

The  ’Crude*  rate  represents  the  actual  figures 
obtained  by  arithmetical  proportion. 

The  ’Corrected’  or  'Standardised’  rate  takes  into 
account  the  difference  in  the  distribution  of  the  various 
age  groups  and  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  in  Ashburton  as 
compared  with  the  rest  of  the  Country  and  gives  a truer 
comparison  between  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  Urban 
District  and  that  in  the  larger  units. 

BIRTHS. 


Live  Births. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total, 

Legitimate 

27 

28 

55 

Illegitimate 

- 

3 

3 

27 

31 

58. 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population.  - 21.52 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1 000  total 

population..  - 23.45 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  for  the  Administrative 

County  of  Devon  . e *“  ^3.59 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  for  the  Administrative 

County  cf  Devon  , . - 14.95 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

England  and  Wales  - 15.3 

Still  Births. 

Malef;  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate  ~ 1 1 

Illegitimate  - - 


2 


Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  - 0.37 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and 

still  Births «...  - 16.94 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and 

still  Births  (England  and  Wales). .....  - 22.6 


DEATHS. 

During  the  year  the  average  age  at  death  from  all 
causes  was  found  to  Be  66.3  years.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  the  average  age  of  all  male  deaths  was  65.66 
and  for  female  deaths  67. 05. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

23  20  43. 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population....  - 15.95 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  - 12.6 

Crude  Death  rate  for  the  Administrative  County 

of  Devon - 13.59 

Corrected  Death  rate  for  the  Administrative 

County  of  Devon - 10.33 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England 

and  Wales - 11.3 


Infant  Mortality. 

(Death  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age) 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  1 1 2. 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under 

One  year  of  age)per  1000  related  live  Births  - 34.48 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative 


County  of  Devon.  - 25.  82 

Infant  Mortality  rate  England  and  Wales  - 27.6 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

(Death  of  Infants  under  Four  weeks  of  age) 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  112. 

Illegitimate  — - - 
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Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under 
four  weeks  of  age)  per  1000  related  live  births  - 34.48 

Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative 

County  of  Devon - 1 9.  69 


Maternal  Mortality. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  past  year. 

A total  of  seven  cases  having  occurred  within  the  Adminis- 
trative County  of  Devon. 


AGE  AT  DEATH. 


Infants  under  4 weeks 
Infants  under  one  year 

1 

5 - 

15  - 

25  - 

45  - 

65  - 

75  and  over 


Male, 

1 


2 

4 

6 

10 


23 


Female. 

1 


2 

2 

7 

8 


20 


Total;-  43. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


All  causes 


(Respiratory) 
jplasm  stomach 


Male, 

23 


Tuberculosis 
Malignant  neoplasm 
Malignant  neoplasm  breast 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disaase 


1 

2 


2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 


Female, 

20 

1 

1 

.1 


4 

2 

2 

2 


a 


t/fwd. 


15 


14 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (contd) 


Male.  Female. 

1/  f wd.  15  14 


Pneumonia  1 
Bronchitis  2 
Nephritis  and.  nephrosis  - 
Hyperplasis  of  Prostate  1, 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  2 
Suicide  2 


1 

1 

H 

3 


23 


20 


Total:-  43* 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Disease. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


1 


1 


2 

2 


1 

2 

3 


No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  or  Diphtheria  were  notified 
during  the  year. 


ATER  SUPPLY. 


During  the  year  nine  samples  of  the  main  town  supply 
were  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination. 
All  samples  fell  into  the  Ministry  G-rades  I - IV  for  main 
piped  supplies.  This  is  a most  satisfactory  result. 

Various  other  water  supplies  from  springs  in  the 
neighbourhood  gave  varying  results. 

SEWAC-E 


The  method  of  sewage  disposal  which  relies  on  land 
irrigation  is  not  satisfactory  but  as  far  as  can  be  ascert- 
ained no  cases  of  sewage  born  diseases  have  been  derived  from 
this  source, 
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SEWAGE  (contd. ) 
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This  fact  does  not  detract  from  the  urgent  need  for  a 
new  treatment  works,  preferably  in  conjunction  with  the 
Buckf astleigh  Urban  District  Council,, 

HOUSING. 

Ten  new  Council  Houses  were  completed  in  the  past  year 
bringing  the  total  of  post-war  houses  in  the  Urban  District 
to  ninety-six,,  The  number  of  pre-war  houses  is  eighty-- eight* 

Action,  both  formal  and  informal,  continues  to  be  taken 
to  improve  the  condition  of  some  of  the  older  houses  in  the 

town. 


At  the  conclusion  of  my  term  of  office  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  I would  like  to  thank  the  Councillors^ 
Officers,  and  Staff  for  the  help  which  has  always  been 
available  to  me. 


3rd.  July,  1933 
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